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1. Message to Students from the Associate Dean and Graduate Director

Welcome to the Master of Laws in the College of Law, University of Saskatchewan. We are pleased to
have you join our program as you further your academic studies in law. Our small program offers a
friendly and collegial atmosphere in which faculty are able to provide graduate students with the
attention and guidance necessary to achieve success. Graduate students are also regularly involved in
the academic and social activities of the College. Our aim is to provide students with a comfortable and
stimulating environment for learning, with facilities and support that will allow them to be successful in
their studies.
This handbook is intended to provide you with information about our program and the services available
to you. If you need additional information, please feel free to contact me, our Graduate Coordinator
(Lorrie Sorowski), or your supervisor.
Heather Heavin
Lorrie Sorowski

Room 244, Law
Room 250, Law

306-966-5880 law_graddirector@usask.ca
306-966-7908 law_gradstudies@usask.ca

2. Administration of the LLM Program
The Associate Dean, Research and Graduate Studies, of the College of Law acts as Director of Graduate
Studies (Graduate Director, also referred to as the Graduate Chair) and is responsible for administering
the LLM program, with the assistance of the Graduate Coordinator and the Graduate Studies
Committee. Generally, the Graduate Director is responsible for most individual student matters,
including approval of programs of study, assignment of supervisors, scheduling of thesis defence, and
allocation of funding. Within the program that is approved, the student deals primarily with her or his
supervisor and advisory committee, but may still bring questions and concerns to the Graduate Director
and Graduate Studies Committee. The Graduate Director will attempt to help graduate students with
any problems they may encounter in the course of their studies.
As a graduate student, your program is jointly administered by the College of Graduate and Postdoctoral
Studies (CGPS) and the College of Law. Policies and procedures governing the examination of theses
and other matters are set by the CGPS - http://www.usask.ca/CGPS/ .

3. Requirements for the Award of the LLM Degree
3.1 Master of Laws (LLM) Program
The College offers a thesis-based program of study leading to a Master of Laws (LLM) degree. It is a fulltime program which is expected to take 12-16 months (3-4 academic terms) to complete. There is a 12month residency requirement meaning you must be available to attend classes and presentations (not
that you physically have to reside on campus). Students are required to take at least 9 credit units of
graduate level coursework, including Law 828.3 (Jurisprudence), and successfully complete and defend a
thesis.
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In addition, all students registering in the College of Graduate Studies and Research must register in and
complete GSR 960, Introduction to Ethics and Integrity. Students must register for (and complete) this
class through PAWS in the first term of the program. They must also maintain continuous enrolment by
registering for Law 990 (seminar) and Law 994 (thesis) in every academic term until the thesis is
successfully defended. The Law 990 seminar meetings are scheduled throughout the term and students
will be advised of these times in advance. Attendance at these meetings is mandatory for all students in
residence (i.e. the first twelve months of their program) and strongly encouraged for all students.
All students must undertake original research leading to a thesis of publishable quality. The thesis is
written under the supervision of a designated faculty member and an appointed advisory committee. An
oral examination before an examining committee and an external examiner is required. See Section #5.
Graduate students are responsible for ensuring that all of these requirements are met for the successful
completion of their degrees.
3.2 Sequence to Completion of LLM Program
The following is the normal sequence for how students proceed in completing the degree requirements.
Time Line:
September (Term 1): Course work begins; student meets with supervisor to review thesis proposal,
discuss advisory committee membership, and plan literature review
By early December (Term1) (or earlier): Literature review completed; thesis proposal revised and
developed as needed, and submitted to advisory committee
By mid-January (Term 2) (or earlier): Thesis proposal, including provisional outline, preliminary
bibliography, and research plan, approved by advisory committee; first progress meeting with advisory
committee; initial 990 presentation scheduled
By mid-February (Term 2) (or earlier): Initial Law 990 presentation completed
By April (Term 2): Course work completed; partial draft of thesis submitted to supervisor (and advisory
committee, at supervisor’s discretion)
April/May (Term 3): Second progress meeting with advisory committee
May – September (Term 3/4): submission of completed draft thesis to supervisor and committee (by
May for Fall convocation)
August -September Term 3/4): third progress meeting with advisory committee
June – October (Term 3/4): Feedback from committee and revisions to thesis; appointment of external
examiner
August – December (Term 3/4): Defence; final Law 990 seminar presented (usually same day as defence)
October or following June: Convocation
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The deadline to submit your Application to Graduate will be the end of August (for Fall Convocation) or
the end of March (for Spring Convocation), and all degree requirements, including the defence, must be
completed before those deadlines. A more detailed timeline for defence and convocation dates is
provided in Appendix A.
It is up to you and your supervisor to plan the work and schedule for completion of your thesis, but in
order to meet the above timelines you should make substantial progress on the thesis within the first
year, rather than waiting until your coursework is completed.
Students are normally eligible for scholarships, other funding, and employment as teaching assistants
for only the first 12-16 months, during which time they are expected to complete all degree
requirements. Students should be aware that if they take up or return to full-time employment before
completing the degree, it can be very difficult to finish and the College of Graduate Studies and Research
does not recognize employment as an acceptable reason for lack of progress in the degree (or for a
leave of absence – see 3.4). Therefore, you are strongly advised to complete your thesis within the
recommended timelines and ensure that you can commit to working on the degree full time until all
degree requirements are satisfied.

3.3 Progress reports
Meetings to assess the student’s progress should be held once per term and a progress report must be
filed with the CGPS at least once a year. Progress meetings should be attended by the student,
supervisor, and advisory committee. Reports of unsatisfactory progress will be referred to the CGPS
Associate Dean for further action.

3.4 Leaves of absence - https://students.usask.ca/graduate/appeals-leaves-extensions.php
Students may request a Leave of Absence for up to 12 months (normally in 4-month blocks). Such a
leave may be granted for medical, maternity/parenting or compassionate reasons but not to accept
employment. Student requests must be in writing, indicate the reason for the leave, and include
supporting documentation and a letter of support from the supervisor and Graduate Director. If you
think you may need to take a leave of absence from the program, please discuss this with your
supervisor and the Graduate Director as soon as possible.

4. Graduate Courses/Seminars and Research
4.1 Coursework
Students are required to take Law 828.3, the graduate Jurisprudence seminar, in addition to two other
graduate courses (3 credit units each, for a total of 9 credit units). Jurisprudence is normally offered in
the first term. The other two courses can be taken in the first or second term of the student’s first year.
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Information about courses available in the College of Law and course timetables are available on the
College website (http://law.usask.ca/students/current-students/class-and-exam-schedules.php). Your
supervisor and the Graduate Director can advise as to which courses may be suitable. A number of
upper year courses and seminars in the College have been approved to be taken by graduate students
(as a “hybrid”: graduate-level courses offered in conjunction with a JD course or seminar). If you would
like to take a course that has not yet been approved, it is usually possible to arrange provided sufficient
notice is given (early August for the fall semester and early December for the winter semester). Where
graduate students take a course from the College of Law upper year offerings, they will be expected to
work at a more advanced level and complete additional readings and assignments, compared to JD
students.
One course may take the form of an Individual Directed Research (IDR) project, supervised by your
thesis supervisor or another faculty member.
The paper written for your IDR or other courses may be used as the basis for part of the thesis, with the
permission of your supervisor and advisory committee.
One course may be taken outside the College of Law with approval of your supervisor and the Graduate
Director. Students should discuss course options with their supervisor as soon as possible.
All work by graduate students, including work completed in a hybrid course (graduate-level course
offered in conjunction with a JD course or seminar) will be assigned a percentage grade (not letter
grade), following the CGPS Literal Descriptors (attached in Appendix B).
Deadlines for completion of papers or other required work for graduate courses are set by the course
instructor, and late penalties will apply to work submitted after those deadlines. The instructor may
grant an extension to a student if sufficient grounds exist (e.g. illness, family emergency), up to the last
day of the term. Any extension beyond that date requires the approval of the Graduate Director.
Any course/seminar registered in a particular term must be completed in that term, except if properly
dropped (see below).
Students who wish to withdraw from any course should contact their supervisor and the Graduate
Director to discuss alternative courses in the College. Withdrawal from a course must also occur within
the time frame provided by the university
https://students.usask.ca/academics/classes.php#Registrationdeadlines .
Non-compliance with the above procedure for course withdrawal is termed “unofficial withdrawal”.
Candidates in this category are neither entitled to refund of fees nor exemption in the event that fees
have not been paid. For the purpose of refunds of fees, the date of withdrawal will be the date the
authorization is processed. An incomplete failure (INF) will appear on the academic record of a student
who has not officially withdrawn from a course, and the student will not receive credit for the course.
All coursework must be successfully completed within the first two terms in order for the student to be
considered as making satisfactory progress and continue in the program.
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