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1. CLINICAL INTENSIVE

WHAT: The Intensive is like doing WAC full-time!
• Work at CLASSIC from Mon-Thur, 9 AM - 5 PM 
• Friday seminar with a major paper
• Get 15 credits! (The Intensive is your only class.)
• Offered in both terms

WHAT: Volunteer for WAC, LAC, or SIP, 3-4 
hours/week.

HOW: Apply directly to the clinical instructor during 
course selection time. Watch for e-mails with the 
application. 

**Available to 2nd and 3rd year students only.

HOW: Apply through PBSC. 
Watch for notices from PBSC about 
when and how to apply.

2. VOLUNTEER

A Common CLASSIC Concern: “I don’t want to 
miss a whole semester’s worth of courses.“ 

Taking the Intensive is one of the best ways 
to prepare for articles, summer firm jobs, and 
being a lawyer. This is the one of the only 
courses where you can work with clients and 
get courtroom experience while also making a 
positive impact on the community. 

1. SUMMER CLINICAL

WHAT: The Intensive is like doing WAC 
full-time!
• Work at CLASSIC from Mon-Thur, 9 AM 

- 5 PM 
• Friday seminar with a major paper
• Get 15 credits! 

**Available to 2nd and 3rd year students 
only.

HOW: Apply directly to the clinical 
instructor. Watch for the call for applications 
closer to summer. 

9   That means you can either 
have a reduced course load 
for the rest of your studies or 
graduate a semester early!

 « write persuasively
 « research social and legal issues
 « develop arguments

THE CLASSIC STUDENT ADVANTAGE! 
Learn how to...

 « analyze legislation, bylaws, and current law
 « organize in the community
 « collaborate with CBOs

 MISSION
• Achieve social justice 
• Work with the low-

income, marginalized, 
and Indigenous 
community

• Be guided by community 
needs

• Engage law and 
interdisciplinary students 
through experiential 
learning

• Provide students with 
insights into the cultural 
and social reality of law 
and foster an ethic of 
social justice

VALUES 
CLASSIC is committed to 
the following: 

• Recognize the expertise 
and autonomy of our 
clients and community;

• Work from a client-
centered perspective;

• Engage in a self-
reflective practice and 
evaluation;

• Relate to others with 
mutuality, reciprocity and 
respect; and 

•  Inspire the social justice 
ethic in students

VISION 
CLASSIC works 
toward a just society 
that is supported by 
a fair legal system.

DURING THE SCHOOL YEAR DURING THE SUMMER

HOW STUDENTS CAN 
GET INVOLVED

1. CLINICAL INTENSIVE

2. VOLUNTEER

1. FULL TIME AT CLASSIC

DURING THE 
SCHOOL YEAR

9   Spend a whole semester at 
CLASSIC - earn 15 credits and work 
on files! It’s like full-time WAC! 

9   Volunteer with WAC, SIP, or 
LAC through Pro Bono Student 
Canada (PBSC)!

9   Spend the summer at CLASSIC 
either as a paid summer student 
OR take the clinical intensive 
(depending which is offered)!

DURING THE 
SUMMER
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62%  Family law

23%  Criminal

15%  Civil
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volunteer 
laywers from 
the Saskatoon 
area!19

individuals served 
since 2008

= TOTAL OF

2341

723

served individuals denied services (mostly 
due to capacity)

times in tribunal 
settings

• prevented illegal evictions
• obtained compensation for low-income people
•  assisted immigrants and refugees with permanent 

residency or citizenship applications
• advocated for fair sentences
• worked with the court to get rehabilitative sentences
• achieved settlements in civil claims
• obtained acquittals
• drafted wills, and more! 

723+ 490 

INDIGENOUS 431

IMMIGRANT OR REFUGEE 96

NON-INDIGENOUS 154

PREFER NOT TO SAY 42

times in 
provincial court829

139

STUDENTS APPEARED
COMPLETED
SENTENCING

RAN TRIALS/
HEARINGS

OTHER 
(asking for 

adjournments, 
making pleas, 

etc... )

 « communicate with Crown & opposing counsel
 « draft court documents & proceedings
 « navigate the rules of court
 « cross-examine witnesses
 « deliver oral arguments

THE CLASSIC STUDENT ADVANTAGE! 
Learn how to...

3%  Ministry of Social Services

6%  Estate law

14%  Other (SGI, Project ID, 
debt, employment, 
adult guardianship) 

36% Criminal

21%  Residential tenancies

7%  Institutional/prison hearings

3%  Small claims

11%  Immigration & refugee
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Many of these outcomes would not have happened because 
the affected individuals could not afford legal services!
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WAC
Under the supervision 
of staff lawyers, law 
students manage client 
files and work with low-
income individuals on 
legal issues.
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Thanks to our supervising lawyers, volunteers, and clinical students, 
CLASSIC has

 « address the court
 « gather and present evidence
 « manage files
 « work with clients
 « and more!

 « how to explain the law to clients
 « how to apply law to facts
 « how to take notes during client meetings

THE CLASSIC STUDENT ADVANTAGE! 
Watch experienced lawyers and learn...

 « about different areas of law
 « how to identify legal issues
 « how to give legal advice

Bonus advantage: network with lawyers in between meetings!

PROJECT ACCESS  Partner with organizations 
like Elizabeth Fry to advocate for policy changes.

March 2017: CLASSIC met with the Minister 
of Justice - later that Spring, the Minister 

announced reduced cost of phone calls & one 
free phone call per day.

 Prisoners can 
plan for life after 

release, and 
connect with 

families and 
other supports.

Cost & policies 
prevent 
telephone & 
visitor access.

THE IMPACTTHE PROJECTTHE BARRIER

COMMUNITY LEGAL EDUCATION  Making 
presentations to public and CBOs on various 
topics such as rental rights.

2016-2017: CLASSIC gave 20 presentations to 
over 300 people.

If faced with a legal 
matter, individuals 

can enforce their 
rights and avoid 
issues that 

make their other 
socioeconomic 

problems worse.

Lack of 
knowledge 
about legal 
rights results 
in issues like 
wrongful 
evictions or 
arrests.

PROJECT ID  Holding ID clinics to help 
individuals apply for their ID.

2016-2017: assisted 512 community members with 
ID applications, and co-hosted the first Status Card 

clinic.

Individuals can now 
access health 

benefits, get 
housing or 
employment, 

vote, and use 
other services 

with their ID.

Lacking
ID prevents 
access to 
important 
services.

SIP
SIP works in 
partnership with 
community-based  
organizations (CBOs) 
to tackle the systemic
issues that create legal 
problems. 

SIP works towards 
policy reform, 
consulting 
governmental/
legal authorities, 
and empowering 
community members.
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SIP focuses on changing 
these (the root causes) to 
stop these (social issues)

WHY DO WE NEED SIP?

= the system

WAC & LAC focus on legal 
issues which make these 
problems even worse

+
+

LAC
In partnership 
with Pro Bono Law 
Saskatchewan (PBLS),  
clients who may not 
be eligible for WAC 
can go through LAC, 
where they can meet 
with lawyers from 
the community and 
get advice on their 
matters. 

Student volunteers 
greet clients at the 
door and take notes 
during their meetings.
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ABOUT THE PROGRAMS

WALK-IN-ADVOCACY 
CLINIC

WAC LAC SIP
LEGAL ADVICE CLINIC SYSTEMIC INITIATIVES 

PROGRAM

CLASSIC RUNS 3 
PROGRAMS

SOME SIP PROJECTS

WHAT IS CLASSIC?
HOW CAN LAW STUDENTS 
GET INVOLVED?

GAIN THE CLASSIC STUDENT ADVANTAGE! 
Keep reading to find out how...

Contact Professor 
Sarah Buhler

sarah.buhler@usask.ca

OTHER INFORMATION

@
Visit our website for 
more information!

www.classiclaw.ca

QUESTIONS?

CLASSIC is a non-profit poverty law firm in Saskatoon that offers free legal services to 
low-income individuals in the community. Law students work on real files and go to court, 
help lawyers provide advice, and work on projects to help a number of people at one 
time, instead of individual by individual.

CLASSIC IN BRIEF

CLASSIC HAS 3 IDENTITIES

9   Under a supervising 
lawyer, law students 
work on files, go to 
court, draft court 
documents, and 
more!

9   Law students help 
take notes for 
lawyers who give 
advice to low-
income individuals 
with family, civil, and 
criminal issues!

9   Law students 
help research 
and organize in 
the community 
to achieve social 
justice!

HOW STUDENTS CAN GET 
INVOLVED

SEE BELOW FOR MORE ABOUT EACH PROGRAM & HOW 
STUDENTS CAN GET INVOLVED!


