
Notwithstanding the
Judiciary: Populism
and the Courts in a
Constitutional Democracy

Adam Goldenberg, a partner with McCarthy Tétrault
LLP in Toronto and lead counsel for UR Pride, will
explore how the use of the notwithstanding clause by
Canadian legislatures reflects rising populism,
particularly on the political right, and the erosion of
norms that safeguard the rule of law in a constitutional
democracy. 

When our elected representatives seek to silence the
courts, what does that mean for politically unpopular
minorities—and for our democracy? And how should
lawyers respond? 
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