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With an expanding oil and gas economy and increased international trade transactions, 

the demands on trade institutions in Guyana will similarly expand. Within the confines 

of transaction cost theory, this paper examines the current level of inter-agency 

coordination among key trade agencies with a view towards determining how it impacts 

the cost of conducting trade and whether it is sufficient to support a reduction in trade 

transaction costs and improve trade performance. A mixed method approach was 

utilized that saw structured interviews being conducted with traders and non-structured 

interviews with trade agencies, using a non-probability convenience sampling 

approach. The research finds that the degree of coordination is insufficient and results 

in repetitive and redundant processes that may lead to delays and other costs. 
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